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attendance, but only to attest the accuracy of their statements,
a copy of which was produced from the sealed box and read
aloud.  There was no regular cross-examination.   Each party
made a long speech, a time-limit being set by a water-clock
which worked on the same principle as a sand-glass. No profes-
sional pleaders were allowed, and the litigants were compelled
to address the court in person. There was, however, nothing
to prevent the inexperienced from getting a practised speech-
writer to compose a speech for them. This was frequently done,
and numerous samples still survive. Many dealt with disputes
about property or contracts. We have one speech concerned with
a quarrel over a certain plot of ground which one man declared
to be part of his orchard, and the other to be a watercourse
running down a public footpath. Another speech, written for
a young man who complained of assault and battery, gives us a
vivid picture of Athenian 'horse-play'.  First he is careful to
explain the origin of his feud with the defendants—how, when
he was doing his two years' service with the army, they had
bullied him disgracefully, 'falling upon him, beating him, and
emptying the slops over him9, till 'such was the uproar round the
tent that the general and other officers rushed out in the nick of time
to prevent serious damage being done\ Next he describes how,
when back in Athens, these desperate fellows had reeled out
one evening from a bout of heavy drinking and encountering
him in the street had 'stripped him of his cloak, tripped him up,
rolled him in the mud, and jumped on him to such effect that his
lip was cut and his eye bunged up9, and finally, one of them
mounted on the body of his prostrate victim, 'crowing like a
cock and flapping his arms against his sides in imitation of wings'.
After much long-winded argument the speech concludes with
a contrast between the scandalous lives led by'the alleged assail-
ants and the exemplary character of the young man himself.
Arguments were employed which would never be admitted in
an English law-court.  Politics were dragged in on the least

